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Dear Robin,
 
Attached is a letter to you stating my written comments and concerns about SUB19-002 (SEP19-
005).  I would like to be on a list to know of any filings, actions, hearings, meetings or notice
regarding this proposal.  Please let me know if there is anything else I can do to promote the changes
I advocate for in this letter.
 
Thank you for your help,
 
Carole Clarke

2838 67th Avenue SE
Mercer Island, WA  98040
206-230-6663

mailto:robin.proebsting@mercergov.org

2838 67th Avenue S.E.

Mercer Island, WA  98040



May 7, 2019



Robin Proebsting, Senior Planner

Community Planning and Development

City of Mercer Island

9611 SE 36th Street

Mercer Island, WA  98040



Dear Ms Proebsting,



I am writing to provide comment on SUB19-002 (SEP 19-005) and to request notice of any filings, hearings, public meetings and decisions regarding this application.



I live a block above 2825 West Mercer Way, and my concerns about the development of this property include the following:



1. Lack of respect for the history of the property:  The property in this application has a long Mercer Island history and particular significance to our part of the Island, but the development plan does not seem to respect that history.  Just posting a sign is not enough.  The report on file shows that the school is one of a very few in the Seattle area of that age and architecture, and the majority have historical preservation.  At the very least, the noted architectural features should be preserved with a public greenspace and bench with photos and tributes such as the ones many former students submitted in objection to the destruction of the building.  A meeting should be held with neighbors who have fantastic ideas for this property, including John Mason who lives on 62nd directly behind the property.  Our neighborhood deserves a respectful discussion about these ideas and how they could be incorporated.

2. Removal of all trees but one:  The submission calls trees “over-mature” and neglected and ignores that trees are valued and preserved on Mercer Island and particularly in this neighborhood.  Any neglect is due to the current owner.  The flowering trees along West Mercer are a joy to the neighbors every spring and provide a nice buffer between the street and the property and should not be removed.  The evergreens are part of the view for those of us living east of the property, and those trees are in good shape.  A view of roof-tops would not be a good substitute.  Allowing the removal of so many trees, including many rated significant and exceptional, is an assault on the promise of tree preservation citizens expect from the Planning Commission and City Council.

3. Traffic, parking and safety issues:  The developer has not committed to the size of garages and whether there will be ADUs or on-site parking.  The streets in this area are narrow, and 28th Street east of the property provides an example of on-street boat, car and truck parking that makes driving dangerous.  Similar parking  on 28th and 30th west of West Mercer would provide hazards to a much greater number of cars.  In addition, there are no curbs or sidewalks on 28th and 30th Streets, and the turns onto and off of West Mercer are difficult.  Adding at least 28 more cars coming from the developed property will pose an additional hazard.

4. Height and density issues:  The developer plans to use the full 30 foot height allowance and with the housing so close together, the property will lack greenspace and have a congested feel and appearance.  The number of houses should be greatly reduced and areas of landscaped open space should be provided to prevent these problems.  There is precedent for this type of modification in the Coval property. 

5. Loss of recreation and wildlife habitat:  The developer says there has been no recent recreational use on the property, but the corner lot was a T-ball diamond and now hosts a volleyball court.  The gym is used by Park Department classes and Jazzercise when the Community Center is not available.  There are basketball courts on the property as well.  The promise to keep it as fields has been broken and the agreement in the original transfer of the property is being ignored.  We have deer and rabbits in this neighborhood, and this development will remove one of their habitats.



I have had a limited amount of time to review the proposal, but I believe that amendments need to be made and more time and opportunity for citizen input should be provided.  I objected to the original demolition plan and only found out about the need to respond to this notice by seeing the sign on the property.  I would like to be on a list to receive notice of all future steps taken on this property and opportunities to comment.  I urge the Planning Department to involve the wider neighborhood and show respect for the history and greenspace on this property.



Sincerely,



Carole B. Clarke

Homeowner
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